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I was pleased to have been elected as Chairman for the 
forthcoming year making this my 8th year in the chair.  Our new 
Clerk, Neil Hemmings and our new Councillor Sue Houghton 
have settled in nicely to Parish Council life.   
 
The Golden Jubilee Award was presented to Gina Proctor, on 
Sunday 3rd May, at St. John’s Church.  Gina was a popular 
choice for the award and was nominated for the help she gives 
to some of the older people in the village.  She can be counted 
on to give a lift or pick up shopping. 
 
I was delighted to hear about the revival of the Village Show 
and hope that you will support it..  Read more about it below.   
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A small group of enthusiasts is working 
hard to re-establish the Annual Village 
Show in Barlaston after a gap of nearly 
fifteen years.  The Show will take place 
in the Village Hall on Longton Road on 
Saturday, 12th September starting at 
2.30pm and it will be followed in the 
evening by a Barn Dance.  
 
The Secretary of the Show Committee 
said, ‘We are trying to involve as many  
organisations in the Village as we can in 
events on the day and we hope people 

will see the Show as a 
great opportunity to bring 
villagers together in light 
hearted rivalry. We have 
located the Cups that were 
presented for the Show so 
that there will be some 
continuity with the past. In 

addition to the displays of produce there 
will be an exhibition of art and numerous 

sideshows. Refreshments will be 
available.’  
The Committee is grateful for the 
sponsorship that has been received 
from Kitson’s the Chemists and The 
Country Cabin.  
Show categories are:-  
 
Vegetables 
Fruit and Flowers 
Floral Art 
Baking and Preserves 
(including a men only 
item) 
Children’s Section 
 
Find out more about 
each category by picking 
up a programme 
available in local shops in the village.  
The entrance fee is 50p.  Find out more 
by visiting the website at 
www.bvshow.co.uk. 
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Elaine Philpott (Chairman)   Tel: (01782) 372192 
Tony Dodd (Vice-Chairman) Tel: (01782) 373228 
Sara Fearns Tel: (01782) 373188 
Paul Fisher Tel: (01782) 454501 
Sue Houghton Tel: (01782) 372127 
John King Tel: (01782) 372070 
Viv O’Dunne Tel: (01782) 351154 
Sheila Perkin Tel: (01782) 372083 
Peter Proctor (Borough & Parish Councillor) Tel: (01782) 372246 
John Russell (Borough & Parish Councillor) Tel: (01782) 372992 
Pete Stevenson    Tel: (01782) 372987 
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Neil Hemmings Mob:(07855 347761 
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Ian Parry Tel: (01782) 398338 
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Rosa Jackson Tel: (01782) 372996 
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All meetings are held on Tuesday 
evenings and start with an Open Forum 
at 7.15 pm where members of the public 
are invited to attend and talk to the 
Parish Council about any concerns they 
have.  Meetings are held in the Ruth 
Dickson Meeting Room at the rear of the 
Village Hall. 
 
If you do not wish to attend but have an 
issue you would like to raise, please 

contact the Clerk on 07855 347761, 
(01782) 372684 or e-mail him at 
neil_hemmings25@yahoo.co.uk 
 
The remaining dates for 2009 are:- 
 
6 October 
3 November  
1 December 
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Have you got any 
rubbish to get rid 
of?  If the answer is 
yes then why not take 
advantage of the civic 
amenity visits funded 
by the Parish Council.  The refuse 

vehicle will be parked at Parkside Stores 
in Ivyhouse Drive from 9.00 am to 12 
noon on:- 
Saturday 19 September 2009 
Saturday 21 November 2009 
Saturday 10 January 2010 
Saturday 13 March 2010 
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As well as the main Parish Council meetings the Parish Council also has a number of 
other committees which meet regularly.  More information on each committee is 
available below:- 

�
Planning Committee  
The main role of this committee is to 
make representations to the Local 
Planning Authority (Stafford Borough 
Council) on applications for planning 
permission. 
 
Committee members are :-  
Tony Dodd  
Sara Fearns  
Paul Fisher 
Paul Fisher  
John King  
Elaine Philpott 
Sheila Perkin  
Pete Stevenson  
 
Joint Playing Fields Committee 
(meets twice a year) 
The main role of this committee is to 
discuss and monitor future plans, 
maintenance and the club activities of 
Barlaston Cricket Club who rent the land 
from the Parish Council. 
 
Committee members are :-  
Sara Fearns 
Paul Fisher 
John King 
Elaine Philpott 
John Russell 
Sue Houghton 
Peter Proctor 
 
Health and Safety Committee  
The main role of this committee is to 
undertake onsite Health and Safety 
inspections at Barlaston Village Hall and 
any other council owned land/facilities. 
 
Committee members are :- 
Tony Dodd  

John King  
Viv O’Dunne  
John Russell  
 
Rights of Way Committee (to meet 4 
times a year) 
The main role of this committee is to 
monitor and promote the public rights of 
way in the village and to report any 
problems preventing access to walkers 
to Staffordshire County Council. 
 
Committee members are :-  
Tony Dodd  
Sara Fearns  
Paul Fisher  
John King 
Viv O’Dunne 
John Russell 
Pete Stevenson 
Sue Houghton 
 
Finance Committee (meets once a 
year) 

The main role of this committee is to 
advise the Council on the level of 
precept to be levied each year.�

Committee members are :- 
Sue Houghton 
Sheila Perkin 
Elaine Philpott 
Peter Proctor 
Paul Fisher 
Viv O’Dunne 
 
Please contact any of the committee 
members if you have any issues relating 
to their committee.  Contact details are 
on Page 2. 
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The County Council elections held on 
the 4 June 2009 resulted in a ‘blue 
rinsed’ county.  The last time the 
Conservatives were in power was 1977. 
 
The results for Stone Rural division, in 
which Barlaston falls, were as follows:- 
 
Ian 
Parry 

Conservative 2342 57% 

John 
Russell 

Liberal 
Democrat 

536 13% 

Frank 
Hopley 

Staffordshire 
Independent 
Group 

485 12% 

Michael 
Shaw 

Labour 455 11% 

Jeremy 
Milln 

Green Party 256 6% 

�
�

Congratulations to Ian Parry on his 
success.  Ian has also been appointed 
as Deputy Leader of the Conservative 
Party and is Cabinet Lead Member for 
Children and Young People. 

 

Staffordshire's new community fund, the 
Staffordshire Local Community Fund 
was launched on 1st July, 2009, and 
replaces the Local Member Initiative 
Scheme (LMIS). 

Staffordshire's county councillors each 
have £10,000 to spend on community 
projects in their area.  

Are you looking for funding for a 
community project or initiative or do you 
think that county council services need 
to be delivered differently in your area? 

If so, you can apply for money to make 
your community dreams a reality.  

The Community Fund will be expanded 
in the future.   

So what are you waiting for? Apply now 
for your chance to 
join with your 
county councillor to 
make a difference 
in your area.  
Contact Ian Parry 
on (01782) 398338 
or by e-mailing 
ian.parry@staffords
hire.gov.uk. 
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Staffordshire’s state-of-the art Travelling Library spends a day in Barlaston twice a week 
and you’ll be amazed at what’s inside: 
: 

·  Books for all ages 
·  Children’s books from Tots to Teens 
·  Large Print Books 
·  Audio Books 
·  DVDs 
·  Information 
·  Lift for Users with mobility problems 
·  Free Internet access 
·  Friendly and helpful staff 

 
and it’s Free To Join! 

 
Every Tuesday and Friday 
 

The Plume of Feathers, Station Road 9.30 am– 1.30 p m 
 

The Village Hall, Longton Road  2.00 pm – 7.30 pm 
 

Over 6,000 visitors since April 2008 
 

·  Come along and find out what’s on offer 
·  We look forward to seeing you 

 
p.s.  Don’t forget our smaller mobile library which parks at Ivy House Drive, Barlaston 
Park on alternate Mondays 2.00 pm – 2.30 pm 

 
for more information visit: 

 
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/leisure/librariesnew/branchlibraries 

 
or phone Stafford Library on 01785 278585 
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Several weeks ago, the Barlaston Park 
estate was treated with Roundup for 
weeds along the edges and around the 
garages.  This made many areas look 
dead, yet within a short time there were 
green nettles and other plants growing 
which I think shows that weeds are 
becoming resistant to the weedkiller.  
 
Due to the recent change in 
maintenance contracts by Stafford and 
Rural Homes, some areas had been left 
for a while between cuts and the grass 
and weeds had chance to grow, hence 
the vigorous use of weedkillers. 
 
On the 2 June I went to the Parish 
Council meeting and presented the 
Council with information I had found on 
the Internet concerning the safety of 
Roundup and I suggested that 
strimmers should be used.  The Council 
advised me that they would be looking 
at the problem as there had been a 
further nine complaints.  I have also 
contacted Stafford and Rural Homes to 
inform them of my concerns. 

A recent study by eminent oncologists 
Dr. Leonard Hardell and Dr. Mikael 
Eriksson of Sweden, has revealed clear 
links between one of the world’s biggest 
selling herbicide, glyphosate (commonly 
known as Roundup, marketed by 
Monsanto), to non-Hodgkins lymphoma, 
a form of cancer.  Studies have also 
showed that chemicals such as Round-
Up (glyphosate) can result in 
reproductive damage as well as damage 
to the kidney and liver, and some 
studies show a link between the 
chemical and cancer.  
 
Glyphosate (Roundup) is one of the 
most toxic herbicides, and is the third 
most commonly reported cause of 

pesticide related illness among 
agricultural workers.  
 
Monsanto’s, advertising campaigns 
have convinced many people that 
Roundup is safe, but the facts just don’t 
support this. Independent scientific 
studies have shown that Roundup is 
toxic to earthworms, beneficial insects, 
birds and mammals, plus it destroys the 
vegetation on which they depend for 
food and shelter. Although Monsanto 
claims that Roundup breaks down into 
harmless substances, it has been found 
to be extremely persistent, with residue 
absorbed by subsequent crops over a 
year after application. Roundup shows 
adverse effects in all standard 
categories of toxicological testing, 
including medium-term toxicity, long-
term toxicity, genetic damage, effects on 
reproduction, and carcinogenicity.  

A spokesman for Stafford and Rural 
Homes said that the contract with the 
current grass cutting contractor would 
be up for renewal in September 2009 
and has invited me and other concerned 
residents (up to a maximum of three) to 
attend a meeting to discuss the contract 
renewal.   
 
If you are unhappy 
about the use of 
Chemicals on your 
Estate contact your 
local Parish 
Councillor details 
on Page 2 of the 
Heron. 
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The open 
forum of 
the Parish 
Council 
meeting 
held on 2 
June was 
attended 
by nine 

residents living around the village green.  

They were upset about the untidy 
appearance and the health and safety 
issues that could arise from not cutting 
the grass.  Members of the Parish 
Council listened to the residents 
concerns and agreed to meet again on 
the green and inspect the area.  After a 
lengthy debate it was agreed that the 
areas reserved for wild flowers would 
again be cut. 
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The June meeting was attended by 
Declan Riddell from Groundwork, Stoke 
on Trent who outlined the long term plan 
to improve the canal towpath from 
Whitebridge, Stone to the Plume of 
Feathers.   
 
Groundwork Stoke on Trent is part of a 
federation of over 50 Trusts in England 
and Wales each working with their 
partners to improve the quality of the 
local environment, the lives of local 
people and the success of local 
businesses in areas in need of 
investment and support.  The local Trust 
was incorporated in 1995 and since then 
in partnership with other organizations 
including the City Council and the North 

Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership 
etc. the Trust has earned a reputation 
for delivering a wide range of projects 
that make a real difference to 
Staffordshire. 
 
The plan was at an early development 
stage and would incur considerable cost 
over the four kilometre stretch and 
funding would be difficult to secure.  
Parish Councillors provided him with a 
number of local groups to pursue for 
possible funding as well as the offer of 
local volunteers if the project was 
commissioned.  Councillor Russell 
agreed to be the contact for local 
volunteers to support the scheme.

 
Bus Shelter on Old Road

 
The bus shelter 
outside the Health 
Centre on Old Road 
is soon to be 
replaced.   
 
The shelter was damaged by a vehicle 
in May 2008 and had to be demolished.  
This was the second time the shelter 
had been damaged by a car. 

The Parish Council have been able to 
claim for the cost of a replacement 
shelter from the driver’s insurance and 
an order has been placed with local 
builder Fred Fox. 
 
The shelter will be replaced with a 
similar brick built one. 
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Barlaston Allotment site is self-managed 
by plot-holders who form the Barlaston 
Allotment Association. The Association 
was established in 1982. It is an un-
incorporated members club with an 
elected committee of between 5 and 7 
members. The committee manages the 
Allotment on behalf of the members. 
The Association holds annual general 
meeting of members each January. The 
Association is entirely dependent on the 
voluntary work of its committee 
members and other plot holders in 
looking after the site. 
Staffordshire County Council owns the 
site and lease it to Barlaston Parish 
Council. The Barlaston Allotment 

Association has a 5 year lease with 
Barlaston Parish Council for the site. 
Barlaston Allotment Association will be 
seeking to renew the site lease in 2011. 
The lease requires the Association to 
manage its own administrative and 
financial affairs to keep the allotment 
plots in cultivation.  
 
There are currently no plots available to 
rent but you can put your name down on 
the waiting list by e-mailing 
webmaster@barlastonallotments.co.uk 
or visiting the website  
www.barlastonallotments.co.uk/baa_enq
uiries.html 
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Climate change affects all of us. Over time the social and financial costs of climate 
change will be huge, with food shortages and extreme weather events becoming more 
common. In Staffordshire we are likely to see heavy storms, wildfires and extreme 
flooding. 

How can I help?   There are things that you can start to think about right now. Could 
you do any of the following? 

1. Reduce flying. This is one of the most important things you can do. Depending 
on the flight, you could reduce your annual footprint by up to 96%.  

2. Whenever you can, purchase locally produced, organic and seasonal food as it is 
likely that less energy will have been used in its production.  

3. Use energy saving light bulbs. They cost far less to run and last around 11 times 
longer than an incandescent bulb. It's a small step (each bulb will cut your 
footprint by around 0.14%) but an important one.  

4. Don't leave appliances on stand-by or on charge unnecessarily. Games consoles 
tend to use almost as much energy on standby as they do in use. This alone 
could reduce your emissions by 25kg per year, making it another small step on 
the road to using less energy.  

5. Turn your thermostat down. A reduction of 1 degree could cut 10% from your 
heating bill.  

6. Clear out the boot of your car. Getting rid of extra weight reduces your engine's 
workload, burning less fuel and producing less CO2.  

47 Use your gears wisely to reduce revs. For diesel cars try changing up a gear 
when the rev counter reaches 2000rpm. For petrol cars change up at 2500rpm.�


