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Introduction 

 

In 2009 the Parish Council undertook to produce a Village Plan and to focus on a number of 

local issues, this Village Plan is now referred to as the Neighbourhood Plan following the 

passing of the Localism Act in 2011. 

 

A small working group designed a questionnaire that was agreed by the Parish Council in 

2010. The Questionnaire was sent out to all households in the Parish and the findings as an 

executive summary can be found in Appendix 1. A number of specific issues emerged 

following analysis by the Council. 

 

It had been a number of years since the residents were involved in a Village Appraisal in 

2002.* 

 

Appendix 2: Here each question is analysed graphically. The executive summary resulted 

from a careful analysis of the questionnaire returns and led to determining recent policy and 

action policy particularly in relation to matters relating to the environment, transport and 

traffic, planning issues and housing and local services. 

 

Although the response of 30% returned questionnaires was lower than hoped for it was 

agreed to look at the major issues raised that residents raised as concerns. It has been agreed 

to use this information and issues raised as a basis for a second questionnaire to be sent to all 

households in the Spring of 2014. 

 

So…..Progress since 2011. 

 

During 2012 & 2013 the Council tried to resolve a number of the issues raised by the 

residents’ three key areas were identified: 
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• Environmental Issues 

• Transport and Traffic 

• Planning concerns 
 

An Environmental working group tackled several problems that led to additional voluntary 

litter picking especially along the canal towpath. The issue of dog mess was approached with 

additional leaflets and notices and support from the Borough Council’s Enforcement Officers 

with dog owners being approached and advised about the proper removal of dog mess. The 

Blue Cross Charity in the summer of 2013 provided an input for a number of the young 

schoolchildren on protecting the environment in Barlaston. The entry into the Best Kept 

Village competition after an absence of 12 years led to the tidying of a number of communal 

areas, a number of new planters and the painting of several street furniture items. To 

celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee a number of trees were planted and then the 

Countryside Volunteers planted 50 trees on the Village Green to coincide with the tidying of 

several areas on the Village Green with a view to the planting of wild flower seeds in 2014 

and increasing biodiversity. The Council and Church have focussed on improving the 

maintenance of the Churchyard and Cemetery. 

 

The Parish Council lobbied the Police to undertake speed checks at various points in the 

village which they do on a regular basis and many speeding vehicles have been caught! A 

local Speedwatch group is now established and monitored various speeding hot spots in 2013. 

Requests to the County Council for traffic calming measures on roads into Barlaston have 

been made but the County Council have not prioritised any of these requests yet so the 

concerns remain. The Council will continue to pursue this request for traffic calming. 

 

Around 30 planning applications are considered by the Planning Committee each year. The 

Planning Committee consisting of eight Councillors who meet at least monthly to consider 

the applications and have always submitted comments, if they feel there is a need to, or to 

object to an application. However recent relaxation of the planning regulations has seen fewer 

applications being rejected as brownfield sites such as the Old Road Nurseries will be built 

upon. The Residential Development Boundary around the village has disappeared under this 

new legislation and the large Wedgwood Memorial College site is up for sale and is likely to 

be built upon at some stage. The Planning Committee steadfastly oppose development in the 

Greenbelt around the village and will build on their overriding principles towards planning 

and additional housing into the Neighbourhood Plan but there is likely to be in the next few 

years requests to develop on the perimeter of the village on farmland owned by private 

investment companies and individuals. The Planning Committee aim to retain the picturesque 

and historic nature of the Parish but recognise there will be requests to redevelop and 

improve older buildings through demolition, renovation, conversion or  a rebuild. 

 

Appendix 3 contains the design statement for Wedgwood Memorial College approved by 

Stafford Borough Council, Staffordshire County Council and the Parish Council in 2013. The 

site is up for sale by Stoke-on-Trent City Council. The College is jointly owned by Stoke on 

Trent and Staffordshire Councils. 

 

The Borough Council wrote in 2013 to all households regarding the designation of a 

Neighbourhood Plan Area for Barlaston; this area included the whole of the geographical 

area of the Parish and there were no significant objections to this the area being accepted in 
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July 2013. So the development of the Neighbourhood Plan could begin. Volunteers are 

welcome! 

 

In December 2013 the Council representatives attended an update on Neighbourhood 

Planning and met to identify ways forward for 2014 based upon existing knowledge 

necessary protocol and identified structures. The Chairman of the Council, Gareth Jones and 

the Parish Clerk, Neil Hemmings are hoping to attract commitment from the full Council in 

developing the Neighbourhood Plan and developing consultation and involvement from the 

whole community of Barlaston. 

 

This section of the website contains information and documents relating to the Barlaston 

Neighbourhood Plan and will be added to as the Plan develops during 2014.

 
Figure 1: Barlaston a key service village 

What is Neighbourhood Planning? 

 

The Localism Act, which received Royal Assent on 15 November 2011, introduced new 

rights and powers to allow local communities to shape new development by coming together 

to prepare neighbourhood plans. 

 

Parish Councils can use new neighbourhood planning powers to establish general planning 

policies for the development and use of land in a neighbourhood.  

 

In an important change to the planning system communities can use neighbourhood planning 

to permit the development they want to see - in full or in outline – without the need for 

planning applications. These are called neighbourhood development orders. 

 

To ensure neighbourhood plans are legally compliant and take into account wider policy 

considerations (national policy), neighbourhood plans area required to meet the following 

conditions: 

 

 

• Have regard to national planning policy. 
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• Conform to the strategic policies in the local plan, of which in this case is the new 

plan for Stafford Borough and to underpin the local plan. 

 

• Be compliant with EU obligations and human rights requirements. 

 

The new Plan for Stafford Borough sets the strategic context for neighbourhood 

development plans. The Plan for Stafford Borough is currently being examined by an 

independent inspector and is likely to be approved with some minor amendments in 

the summer of 2014. 

 

After meeting the above requirements an independent qualified person will then check 

that a neighbourhood development plan appropriately meets the conditions before it 

can be voted on in a local referendum. It is necessary to gain more than 50% 'yes' vote 

of those voting in a public referendum in order to bring a Neighbourhood Plan or 

order into force. If proposals pass the referendum, the local planning authority is 

under a legal duty to bring them into force. It is hoped to complete this process in 

2015. 

 

Introduction to Barlaston  Neighbourhood Plan 

 

 
                 Figure 2 Barlaston Village Green 

 

Although the response of 30% returned questionnaires in 2010 was lower than hoped 

for it was agreed to look at the major issues raised that residents raised as concerns. 
 

A working group of Councillors and the Clerk met in December 2013 to outline the 

issues to be included in the Neighbourhood Plan. In blue text is detail of identified 

issues and progress. 
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Traffic 

•         Speeding-Speedwatch group re- established and worked at various points in 

the Village in 2013; letters sent to offenders. 

•         Parking- Parish Council part funded improvements to access road to Downs 

Car Park off the Village Green and restricted parking on the verge of the Green. 

•         Volume of through Traffic- police requested to monitor speed 

•         Weight Limits (HGV's) -  any offenders to be reported; 7.5t limit applicable 

throughout the village. 

•         Traffic Calming- request made to Highways Committee for Tittensor Road 

declined 2013. Many concerns remain over all the roads into the Village as raised 

by residents’ comments, several accidents and many near misses. 

 Community Safety 

•         Policing- liaison with local Police and PCSO. 

•         Neighbourhood Watch- active members report incidents and circulate 

warnings. 

•         Disruptive behaviour such as loitering / graffiti/ vandalism etc. - reported to 

police 

•         Footpaths- improved lighting on Meaford Road and Pear Tree Close 

Environmental Issues 

 

Figure 3: The historic Village Green 
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•         Tree Preservation- the Parish Council have planted over 70 trees around the 

village since 2012, liaised with WWRD with regard to tree felling and replanting 

and ensured there is an Area  Tree Preservation Order on the arboretum at the 

Wedgwood Memorial College site. 

•         Litter- additional hours for village litter picker and additional volunteer litter 

pickers through the Best Kept Village competition. 

•         Dog fouling (facilities) – provision of dog mess bags from local shops free of 

charge, noticing and patrol of enforcement officers from Stafford Borough 

Council and reporting of offending dog owners.

 

                  Figure 4 Dog fouling awareness day December 2012 with Stafford B.C. Enforcement Officers 

• Drains, gullies- requests to Streetscene and Highways for more regular clearing of 

gutters and grids. 

• Refuse Collection- Stafford B.C. six Civic amenity Visits per year on Barlaston Park 

and several local recycling sites such as on Orchard place and the Village green. 

• Hedge Cutting and protection- written requests to landowners to ensure their hedges 

are maintained and comply with legislation for the protection of birds. 

• Best Kept Village Competition- the Parish Council and a number of volunteers made 

a significant contribution to improving the local environment in 2013 and will aim to 

do so in 2014. 
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• Conservation- active support for listed buildings such as Barlaston Hall

 

Figure 5: Barlaston Hall 

Planning Issues 

•         Greenbelt Protection- the Council have a declared policy of protecting the 

greenbelt and object to development within the greenbelt. 

•         Wedgwood Memorial College- the Council are hoping for sensitive 

development of the site with the retention of the Limes and Estoril buildings and 

the preservation of the arboretum. 

•         Developments, house building- the Council recognise there will be some 

housing development in the village as a stated aim for a key service village, such 

as Barlaston and will argue that the development should be appropriate to need 

and tastefully developed on a suitable site. 

•         Inappropriate land grab-the Council will oppose infill development that 

affects neighbours or development of the rural perimeter. 

•         Designation of development areas- in the Neighbourhood Plan the Council 

will identify areas they and the residents consider appropriate for housing 

development. 

Health & Wellbeing 

• Children's Centre- the Council encourage local families to use the Centre 

based at the First School. 

• School- the Council support the school’s initiatives on a healthy lifestyle 

• Care for elderly- local residents support the three local Residential Care 

Homes and help to provide entertainment and collective worship for the residents. 
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• Health Centre- the Council meet with the Practice and Doctors to discuss issues such 

as delays in appointments and monitor the level of service provided. 

• Well-being-Several private keep fit organisations such as Slimming World and 

Zumba classes are popular in venues in the village.  

Community Support 

• Child / family support amenities and agencies- the Council support a Voluntary 

Transport Worker who arranges lifts for local residents. A good Neighbour Scheme 

has been established in the village and is developing during 2014. 

• Play areas and other facilities- a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) was erected on 

Barlaston Park in 2006 alongside an existing children’s playground.  

• Churches- there are many activities undertaken by both Churches such as fund raising 

Coffee Mornings and the work of the Child and Family Support worker with an 

outreach programme that is proving popular with children and parents. 

• Clubs- such as the WI for ladies and the Boys Brigade are popular in the village. The 

Parish Council makes active financial contributions to local requests from clubs and 

organisations. 

Amenities 

•         Canal- the towpath has been resurfaced from Barlaston towards Stone and the Council 

have applied to adopt the section of canal that runs through the Parish. The Canal is picked 

clean of litter by volunteers and in 2013 improvements to a stretch of the towpath from 

Canalside were financed by the Parish Council. 

•         Footpaths- a number of styles and gates were repaired by volunteers from Stone 

Ramblers; requests are in hand with the County Rights of Way teams to waymark several 

local footpaths and to replace broken styles and gates. 

•         Open Spaces- the Council have instigated a plan to improve the appearance of the 

Village Green with several planted areas and wild flower areas. Litter bins have been resited 

and the Council mow and maintain all the open space in the village that is in their ownership. 
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•         Play areas

 

Figure 6: Multiple Use Games area & Playground Barlaston Park. 

There are several play areas around the Village some with equipment some without. 

•         Sports Facilities: such as the playing fields at Wedgwood, the Barlaston cricket club , 

Stoke-on-Trent Rugby Club ,there is also  Barlaston Hockey Club( now based in Stone) and 

Barlaston  Golf Club. 

•         Broadband: the speed of broadband varies in the village. Cable and a fast broadband 

speed are available in Barlaston West. 

•         Mobile Communications: there is a local mobile mast 
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•         Pubs

 

Figure 7: The Plume of Feathers 

There are two local public houses in the Parish both run by pubco’s. 

•         Village Hall: is extremely popular for birthday parties, group meetings, 

dancing and a wide range of activities. It is a valuable resource to the village. 

•         Public Transport- the Council are lobbying the County Council to maintain 

existing bus services notably the X1, X5 & 101.  

  

Local Employment 

• Shops-Chemist 

Chiropodist 

Hardware 

Pet supplies and dog grooming 

Cards and gifts 

Butchers 

Convenience store 

Hairdressers & a Dry cleaners 

• Hotel & restaurant 

• All the above are popular and well used by local residents. 

• Cottage Furniture- a local employer 

• Meaford- there is planned development of a gas fired power station  

• Wedgwood(WWRD) 

• Strongford water Treatment Plant 
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Planned programme for 2014 

Questionnaire- April 

Analysis and Findings 

Bids for financial support 

Public forums and Consultations- Summer 2014 

Submission of plan late 2014 

Amendments 

Referendum- 2015 

 Appendices 

 

1. Village Plan Questionnaire 

2. Executive Summary 

3.Wedgwood Memorial College Design Statement 

 

 


