nal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authoritie
s expenditure excesded £25 0 iyié but gid not excsed

ce notes

iy
e

FHGovernance am} Am:m% ‘i} ity Refurn
Pm;%@f Mractices.

sach fnancal y%ar in acm“f‘cm%

Z. znd Accountability Return is made up of thres parts, pages 3 1o 6
i i;f’;iemai Audit Report must be completad by the authority’s internal
Pan ust ba completed and approved by the authority,
r;m;:xi@? :dd by the external auditor and will be reiumed fo the authority,
3. approve Saction 1, Annual Governance Statement, bafore approving Section 2.
riig, and both mus§ be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
4. {

088 INComMEe Of gross expenditure excaeding
‘““éed ing £25,000, butwhich is un
, g review, must relum fo the @}is‘gmaé ay
& .uns zﬁ‘}?; f%‘w* nder leliers will s

d Accountabilily Retum Ses:i%ms '% and ,L Q@&E?‘SE’ Wl
H ?,u March 2022
ficant year on year variances in the auCCLﬁ@ﬂg statemends
neement date of the perind for the sxercize of public rights

it 202122
M@rm any adtitional documenis o yvour external audiion, Your extemal auditor will

SHE RS ﬁaﬁde&

completed the limited assurance review and is able o give an opinion, the
Annual Governance ity Sectioni § ction 2 am:i Section 3 - External &ssﬁ or Heport
and Cartificate will be returned mi e agthority by mall or post.

sh the following i

wihorities

faebg

jo

tihe accouniing stalements

W signed, pege 4
o5 gy -, s &
« Saotion 3w gned, page S

praciice, to aveid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
iish the Annual Interna iﬁx;.ﬁ% Report, page 3.




Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
%@ﬁ&?‘*i&%%?y Return (AGAR) 2021/22

ns 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
om Hme fo tme.and contains avervihing

k=

comply with Proper Practices in completing
%“ the Practitionsrs’ Guide™ which is une

£ i

ccessiully for the financial vear-end and the subsequent v"‘*'é\ by the external auditor.

“ GAR iscomplete (no highlighted boxes left e vy, and s prop er%u signed and dated. i ths
o unexplained Umunﬁ nents, it may be returned and additional costs will be incuirred.

elve and note the Annual internal Audit Report befors approving the Annug!
and the accounis, '

° ted below to review the AGAR for completeness befors returm ngg it o the exdemsd
hotn) no later than 30 June 2022

Accoun

ég‘sef?*af@? {(Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before th
avidenced by the agenda or minute mferemaz.

FO} must certify the accounts (Section 2) before *?;” ¥.are presentad o
The aamf);&x must m this order; cfmssdeg approve and sign FCCL

- Y]

s required 1o commence the public rights period as 560n as praclical afier the date of the AGAR aporoval,
= Do not send the external auditor any information not ‘;g}ec‘ﬁcai y requasted. However, you must inform your

exiernal auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or Chalrman, and provide
relevant suthority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

s

%’h'c%: the copy of the bank reconciliation 1o be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers
m unis, ¥ the-suth .ﬁ;‘{v hinids any séﬁ"éwierf‘r investments, note thelr value on the bank
e external au must be ab%e o agree the bank reconciliation 1o Box § on the accounting
must ba proy a-mi of any difference between Box 7 and

ole in the P,Qz otit @n’umzﬁ@ .

L4y

?H?E‘we”@*} anpage 5. Do not just send g copy of th
exi d:fﬁs wanls o know thal vou wcﬁer:ﬁaﬁ(% the
merical and narrative enalysis 1o support the full variance

© o
w
o
&
o
&
w

* ‘f@?ma%n Of receires an incompl L, OF
sy rred.
ti and that the balance carried forward from the previous year

« Make sure *%3;:: e aon ounting staternants add up

Bo t H ard in the currant year {Box 1.of 2352 ”js
af the authority, must set the commencament date mr fhe
ve wsmmg {iavg which must include the first ten working éays of July.
*"hﬁr%‘i}e websHelweabpage the information req: zrm by j fdation 15 {2},
5Q{2§§§<§§ﬂg tre period for the exercias of public righis and the name and
e 1 July 2022,

fn
r«—e-'

Ha :\ M@A’ww inform

s approvalof

wire of m: Chairman o

Has an aexganation of sigrificar 2 13§ shed whare required?

snied o Box 87

i

he Bank reconcit

as arn explanalion of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 heen provided?

- hav@ aft disclosures been me}r@erx i the authordly &
ryrustee? NBdo not send trust sccounting Statemer

intarng &§ Wan‘:ac Boary



Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22

. Barlaston Parish Council
barlaston.org.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2022, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out 2 selective assessment of compiiance with the relevant procedures and controls
it aperation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority,

The intermnal audit for 2021/22 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table, Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the inlemal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year 16 a standard adequate
fo meet the needs of this authority.

ppropriale accaunting records have been properly kept throughout the finandial year,

B. This authority complied with its financial requlations, paymenis were supporied by invoices, ali
expenditure was approved and VAT was aporopristely accounted for,

C. This authority assessed the significant risks 1o achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequasy
of arrangements to manage these.

B The precept or rates requirement resulted Fom an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budgel was rogularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expecied income was fully received, based on coirect prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately ascounted for.

i

. Petly cash paymenis were properly supporied by receipts, all petly cash expendiure was approved
and VAT appropriagfely accountsd for

G. Balaries 10 employess and allowances o members were paid in accordance with this authority’s
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

- Agset and investmenis registers were complels and acturate and propedy maintained.
Pariodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year, ,
. Accounting statemenis prepared duiing the year were preparsd on the coerrect accounting basis (receipts

and paymends o eeme-and-sxpenditure), agreed to the cash book, supporied by an adequate audi
frail from underlying records and whers appropriate debiors and ereditors were properly recorded.

¥, If the authority certified Hseifas exempt from a limited assurance feview In 2020/21, it met the
exemption crileris and comrectly declared itself exempt. (if the authorily had & imiled assurance
revigw of s 2020/21 AGAR fick “nof sovered™

L v 4

[

L. The authority publishes information on a free o access websitefwebpage up to date at the time of
the internal auditin accordance with any relevant transparency code requirements

M. The authority, during the previous year (2020-21) correctly provided for the period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations fevidenced by the notice publishad
on the website andior awthonity approved minutes confirming the dates set).

H. The authorlly has complied with the publication requirements for 2020/21 AGAR
{spe AGAR Page | Guidance Nofes).

. {For lucal councils only)
Trust funds {including charitable) — The council met iis responsibiliies as a frustee,

For any other risk areas idenified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate shests if needed),

Date(s) internal audit underisken Mame of person who carried out the internal audit
10/11/2021 17105/2022 Toplis Associates - Kim Squires

Signature of parson who PR : 7

carrigd cuithe hlemal gudit w%m Date 17/05/2022

Hthe ?&35}%&%“ i :

{8dd separale sheels fneeded). . . - : . .
Note. If the response is ‘not covered please state when the most recent iniemal audit work was done in ifis area and when ftis
next plannad: or, ifcoverage is not required, the annual infemal audit report must explain why not (add Separaie shaels if noedad).

no’ piease state the implications and action being taked (o address any waakness inconfrol identiied
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2021/22

In respect of Barlaston Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2021/22

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in Sections
1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We were required to return the Annual Governance and Accountability Return to enable the Council to correct the following:

e Fixed assets at Box 9 for years 20/21 and 21/22 were initially incorrect because the entries were not adjusted for some acquisitions
during 2020/21.

In future the Council should ensure that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is accurate and complete.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,
for the year ended 31 March 2022.

*We do not certify completion because:

Not applicable.

External Auditor Name

Mazars LLP, Newcastle, NE1 1DF

Magars LLP 23 August 2022

External Auditor Signature Date
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